
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
  

SXSW EDU® ANNOUNCES POWERFUL NEW KEYNOTE AND FEATURED SPEAKERS  
FOR THE 2020 CONFERENCE & FESTIVAL 

  
Celebration of Past 10 Years of National Teachers of the Year  

November 13, 2019, Austin, Texas – In honor of its 10th Year, SXSW EDU announces today an array of 
powerful and diverse voices for its Conference & Festival, March 9-12, 2020. These Keynote and 
Featured speakers will address some of the most pressing issues of our time from grassroots school 
movements to teacher leadership and conquering adversity. In addition, SXSW EDU will showcase the 
true rockstars of education, a cohort of National Teachers of the Year from the past decade who 
continue to create an impact in classrooms nationwide. 

SXSW EDU welcomes to the keynote stage a powerful and recognized leader in education, creativity, 
and innovation, Sir Ken Robinson, whose TED Talk remains the #1 most watched in history. He will be 
joined by author, film producer, and venture capitalist Ted Dintersmith, and together they will 
address their new model for education in Revolutionizing Education from the Ground Up. They will 
be joined by other soon-to-be-announced speakers. 

“It is a true honor to have some of the most well-respected leaders in pedagogy, equity, and research 
at SXSW EDU,” said Greg Rosenbaum, Head of SXSW EDU. “One of our most important values is 
diversity and the addition of these unique perspectives on the program speaks to the power of 
convergence in learning, both inside and outside of the classroom.” 

Aligned to the bold and powerful topics throughout SXSW EDU’s schedule, new featured speakers 
span literature, venture capital, higher education, and the classroom. Venture capitalist Arlan 
Hamilton will be in dialogue with Associate Professor of Business Administration at the Harvard 
Business School Laura Huang. In their session, they bring deep perspectives on topics of adversity, 
identity, and equity, many of these topics in Laura’s forthcoming book, Edge: Turning Adversity into 
Advantage. 

New York Times bestselling author, Jason Reynolds will discuss equity and racism as seen through the 
lens of his forthcoming book, Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the National Book 
Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi.  

As part of SXSW EDU’s focus on higher education, The Hechinger Report’s editor in chief Liz Willen 
will host a conversation with Paul Tough, author and frequent contributor on issues of education, 
parenting, equity, and student success. Paul will share what he uncovered in his latest book, The 
Years That Matter Most: How College Makes or Breaks Us. 
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Every year, the Council of Chief State School Officers recognizes an expert teacher as its prestigious 
National Teacher of the Year. In March 2020, SXSW EDU will celebrate A Decade of National Teachers 
of the Year with five of the past 10 honorees, including the 2019 Teacher of the Year, Rodney 
Robinson. He will be joined by Sydney Chaffee (2017), Shanna Peeples (2015), Jeff Charbonneau 
(2013) and Sarah Brown Wessling (2010). 
For more information on these speakers and others included in SXSW EDU 2020,  please visit the 2020 
online schedule. 

About SXSW EDU: 
Now in its 10th year, the SXSW EDU® Conference & Festival cultivates and empowers a community of 
engaged stakeholders to advance teaching and learning. The annual four-day event affords 
registrants open access to engaging sessions, immersive workshops, interactive learning experiences, 
film screenings, early-stage startups, business opportunities, and networking. SXSW EDU is a 
component of the South by Southwest® family of conferences and festivals that has grown from 800 
to over 8,000 registrants in the last decade. Join the passionate and innovative community at SXSW 
EDU, March 9-12, 2020 in Austin, Texas. For more information, please visit sxswedu.com.  

Press Credentials: 
Press accreditation for SXSW EDU 2020 is now open at sxswedu.com/press.  

Contact: 
Liz Stein, SXSW EDU Press & Publicity  
press@sxswedu.com  
512-467-7979 
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